231004 Planning Meeting Annex B — Site visits, Victoria Farm & Somerset Council Consultation

ANNEX B: Various
Bl) Site visits — amended after Planning Meeting 230802. For
approval:

Introduction

Site visits by the Parish Council are not mandatory. Furthermore, in
its capacity as consultees, site visits can only help Councillors
understand the application in its context and incorporate this into
their recommendations.

A formal site visit is appropriate if

e The application is ‘live’, it has been recorded by Somerset Council
and has an application number.

e the impact of the proposed development is difficult to visualise
from the plans and any supporting material,

e the comments of the applicant and objectors cannot be
expressed adequately in writing,

e the proposal is particularly contentious.

Site visit practicalities

e The purpose, format and impartiality should be clear at the outset

e Aninvitation should be circulated to all Planning Committee
Councillors

e Keep a record of the reasons why, & dates of, a site visit is called

There must be no attempt to lobby visiting councillors by an
applicant. Councillors should remain impartial throughout the visit.
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B2) Letter of support for applicants of Victoria Farm 2021/2433/0TS.

For discussion/amendment

Dear Clirs Wyke, Cottle, Hobbs & Robbins

Re: Victoria Farm, Bath Road, Wells 2021/2433/0TS

The Planning Committee were very dismayed to hear of a resident’s
experience of the planning process and their subsequent decision to sell the
site due to the delays, bureaucracy and conflicting information of the process.
Selling the site that they had invested so much time, energy, patience and
money to achieve a not unrealistic goal of a small development on a
dilapidated farm is not an experience the Planning Committee can endorse.

As a result, the Planning Committee would like to raise the following concerns
and observations:-

S106 requirement: the applicant followed instructions and incurred legal fees
for the planning requirement for S106 funds, to be told by Highways that
neither S106 money or approval from First Bus was required. A requirement
for S106 was imposed by the planning authority to relocate the bus stop yet it
transpired the planning authority could approve its relocation.

Prevarication by planners to issue a Decision Notice despite the bus stop
having now been relocated with Somerset Council’s Highways Department
earlier approval. The delay was supposedly to allow (Mendip) to consult
Highways regarding its new location but served only to insert another level of
delay. Would it have been possible to issue a Decision Notice within 30 days?

++++7777
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B3) Summary of contributions for ‘Creating Places for People’

(Somerset Council consultation).

6 Councillor Responses, none submitted to SCO by residents. Qs7: 5th most
popular =TIE

Qs

Which of the following benefits, created by the 'Creating Places for
People' principles, are the most important to you? Please only select
your top 5 options

1) Carbon footprints can be reduced

2) The air is cleaner, and streets are not as noisy

3) Kids can safely and easily walk, scoot, cycle to school and play on the street

4) I can live an active and healthy lifestyle and feel confident doing so

5) I have access to a range of shops, facilities and services in my local
community that meet my everyday needs

6) I have the choice to use the car less, saving money on fuel, parking etc.

7) Secure bike parking is available at home and at my destinations

8) Quality of life is improved for all through reduced stress e.g. I don't have to
sit in traffic anymore and paths are accessible for everyone

9) Streets around me are attractive, feel welcoming and have a sense of
community, I feel improvements in my mental health and wellbeing

10) I feel optimistic by seeing resilient spaces for climate change and biodiversity

11) Streets feel safer for people and cars naturally go slow i.e. reduced speeds
are not forced upon me but streets are designed to meet all users' needs

12) Hazardous and obstructive parking is reduced, particularly during school
times

13) Footway design reduces my risk of slips, trips and falls e.g. by reducing
clutter

14)I can make rural journeys sustainably to access my everyday needs and they
are safe for all users to travel on actively

15) I can work with and support my local community to help make a difference
16) Other:

That encourages economic vibrancy

Principles that avoid any danger to children / residents

Cont.
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8 | Which of the principles listed below do you think should be a
priority for new developments to deliver? Please only select your
top 5 (Planning Committee only)
A. Reducing the need to travel by car 0
B. New developments are well connected via links to existing roads and local 2
services
C. Having a choice of transport mode i.e. the car is not the only option 1
D. Increasing alternative sustainable transport options 1
E. Reducing parking provision 0
F. Providing secure cycle parking 0
G. Creating an attractive high-quality environment e.g. trees and green spaces 2
H. Ensuring spaces are resilient to climate change and promote biodiversity 1
I. Reducing vehicle speeds through building and footway design 1
J. Priority for pedestrians and cyclists 0
K. Safe and easy access to schools without the car 2
L. Building and street materials consider the local context 2
M. Street clutter is minimised 0
N. Services and lighting are considered early-on in the planning process 1
O. Waste storage facilities are well-incorporated 0
P. Safe and sustainable connections between rural communities 2
Q. Engagement with people occurs throughout the planning and delivery process | g
9 | How do you feel about our 'Creating Places for People’ principles?
e Very Supportive
e Somewhat Supportive
e Neutral
e Somewhat Unsupportive
e Very Unsupportive
10 | Other principles required in ‘Creating Places’?

No comments




